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Jasmine Van Den Hoek
During my involvement with BEN, I have seen 
far more reserves than I can count. There is a 
certain beauty when wandering the reserves, 
whether they are small or large, they each carry 
their own light, flaura and fauna. I’m sure during 
my last visit I could actually hear a butterfly’s 
wings beat as it flew beside me. 

It disappoints me that not enough people vis-
it the reserves. They are there for biodiversity, 
sure, but they are also there for all of us to enjoy. 
During the sunshine, but also on the grey days, 
they all have something unique to offer you. So 
we should take advantage of that. 

From The Editor

From The Chair
Gavin Cerini
Eleven years ago BEN began restoring 
biodiversity in the (now) 50 public land reserves 
we manage. We make little contribution to 
nature planning in our region, chiefly due to 
our low membership. 

Revitalisation must not stop with reliable 
income. Ben has plugged along with reduced 
voluntary support for several years. I appeal 
for volunteers to join the BEN committee and 
boost our activities. 

Please consider how you might become 
involved (or resume past involvement), and 
call me on 0417 135 218 for more information. 

Our long serving Executive Officer Hedley 
Thomson resigned on 24 February. Our main 
task now is to clarify what work we want done 
and who will do it. Writing reserve management 
plans, BEN policies and job specifications has 
begun, and will give any new employee a good 
start.
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HARDIES HILL
BEN’s Featured Reserve

Roger Thomas

Hardies Hill Road goes west from the 
Buninyong – Mt Mercer Road at Garibaldi, 
just a bit south of the Garibaldi bridge. 

3.4 kilometres along, on the north (right) side 
of the road is one of the lesser-known BEN 
reserves. It is opposite a road called Bibby’s 
Lane. We know it as the Hardies Hill Road 
Water Reserve. Here we have a real mix of flora 
and fauna, based around an ephemeral creek.

It has a surprisingly large number of both birds 
and plants, especially in spring. A survey in 
October 2013 revealed 79 native plant species 
and 24 birds. A pleasant surprise was the 
small number of exotic plant species: just 23. 
Most reserves have approximately the same 
number of natives and exotics, so this attractive 
streamside reserve is much better than most in 
regard to its weedy plants. The main eucalypt 
is the Narrow-leaved Peppermint (Eucalyptus 
radiata). Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) 
is common as an understorey tree.

One of its noteworthy plants is the Yarra Gum 
(Eucalyptus yarraensis). There are several large 
specimens, particularly on the western side. It 
is regarded as rare in Victoria. Other interesting 
plants here include Austral Bugle (Ajuga 
australis), Creeping Cotula (Leptinella reptans) 

and Fine Twig-sedge (Baumea arthrophylla).

Being relatively small, this reserve’s population 
of 24 bird species is impressive too. And 
of the 24, 22 could be expected to nest in 
the reserve each year. Some of these birds 
are Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Golden and Rufous 
Whistlers, Eastern Yellow Robin and Striated 
Pardalote. None of these could be classed 
as special, but they are part of a nice lot 
adding to this reserve’s springtime appeal.

Gorse and Spiny Rush are the main weeds 
here. Gorse is very much under control, 
now needing only an hour or two of annual 
eradication. Spiny Rush remains dominant 
in eastern low-lying parts. It is best reduced 
gradually, with annual “pushing back” of a metre 
or two, so that other plants have a chance to 
take over without the whole area being made 
bare by herbicide. Although an undesirable 
weed, Spiny Rush has habitat values for 
birds, frogs, reptiles and other wildlife.

Spiny Rush is often regarded as an indicator of 
saline soils. A couple of other indicator species 
also occur here, so we can assume that the 
eastern part of the reserve is salinity-affected.
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Leigh Catchment Group
FRIENDS OF BEN

The Leigh Catchment Group is the local Landcare network for Ballarat and south along the 
Yarrowee, Leigh and several other smaller catchments that lead to the Barwon River at 
Inverleigh.  Although now officially Yarrowee Leigh Catchment Group Incorporated, it is still 
referred to as just LCG. Working in partnership with eight Landcare groups in the area, LCG 
has been a presence for nearly 18 years, helping landholders and other community members 
look after their environment through many projects, large and small.

Landcare means many things to diferent people and there are a raft of rehabilation projects 
and sustainable agricultre projects that have been or could be undertaken in many different 
ways.   

But Landcare is largely about  people 
because it is people who get things done 
and people who care enough to get things 
done.

In this region, there are many new arrivals,  
some move up from Melbourne, some buy 
acreage and many are keen to learn more 
about their new landscape.  While joining a 
local Landcare group is certainly a way to 
go and make friends into the bargain, there 
are other options for ‘townies’, retirees, and 
schools, as well as farmers and landholders.
One option is the ‘Yarrowee Project ‘which 
has ongoing events along the length of the 
Yarrowee above Magpie.  It was Napoleons/
Enfield  Landcare Group who campaigned 
for years to get funding for this so that 
their public land planting work downstream 
was not compromised  by the quality and 
quantity of water coming down from the city 
at the the head of the catchment.

Further south, and working in a similar vein 
to other  partner Landcare networks all 
around Ballarat,  projects along creeks 
and rivers are primarily to keep livestock 
out of the water;  to prevent them fouling 
it and trampling soft sediments into the 
water. After many years, these projects are 
starting to find places where they are linking 
up across public and private land, forming 
green and biodiverse corridors.
 
In this area, which was badly damaged by the 

Jenny Ryle

Leigh Catchment Group Area
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gold rush, weeds have had the chance 

to proliferate. Target areas have offered partial funding incentives to landholders to reduce, 
particularly the gorse, weed load and in some areas recently there have been good results 
especially using combinations of the new mulching machinery and spraying.  

It is not always easy to think there is progress when there is loss of land to development and road 
building but projects such as ‘Back from the Brink’, which has been growing locally identified 
missing species from indigenous plantings, are there in the background.  Over three years, over a 
dozen new landholders have dedicated time, effort and money into growing and planting back out 
special plants like the beautiful Silver Banksia so that it or its ecological vegetation class will not 
disappear from Ballarat landscapes.  These plants will be available for the new householders and 
roadside planters in the future as well as the old hands to keep connectivity across the landscape.

 Local students helped plant along Yarrowee at Glassons Road, Cambrian Hill in 2011. These trees 
are now over head height and were visited by the Minister for Environment and Climate Change last 
year after launching the Yarrowee Project.
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More than just the 
Meredith 

Police Paddocks
Jim Elvey

Meredith Police Paddocks is unusual on a num-
ber of counts: Its proximity to and easy access 
from the township really make it part of the town. 
And yet this 20 ha of grassy woodlands in a world 
apart. Only by sitting astride the deep and open 
valley of the Coolebarghurk Creek can you really 
appreciate its natural beauty. Which is why the 
Meredith Police Paddocks Support Group made 
the construction of a pathway an early priority 
based on its objective to promote and develop 
the site’s three elements: environment, history 
and recreation. 

Starting with a grass path, diligently mown by vol-
unteers, we eventually constructed an all-weath-
er loop track that takes walkers from the two 
entrance points along the western escarpment 
of the valley. The 1100 m walk has been made 
more interesting by several track side signs giv-
ing a broad account of its environmental and his-
torical importance.

An academic geologist visited the site with his 
students, finding evidence of rock formations 
dating back nearly 500 million years. And the his-
tory is rich: visiting members of the Wathaurong 
people found evidence of aboriginal tool making 
on the site, and we are hopeful of finding rem-
nants of cooking middens along the creek flats 
once we tame the rampant grasses there (an 
1884 report to the Royal Society of New South 
Wales noted they were plentiful in the area).
Before the site was used as a spelling paddock 
for police horses – hence its name – it was used 
as a staging point where gold coaches from the 
Steiglitz and Ballarat fields changed horses and 
guards. We have evidence of a number of police 
and trooper buildings having been built there, 
including lock-ups, a station, and a bluestone 
residence. Excitingly, a recent grass burn re-
vealed an extensive concentration of bluestone. 
We have invited an archaeologist to inspect this 
site as well as the fragments of slate, brick and 
crockery we have recovered in the hope it will 
confirm some of our theories.

Having planted and tended many hundreds of 
trees over several years, we are now turning our 
attention to establishing small wildflower patch-
es, which is an experimental project intended to 
involve local school children.
In time, we hope to also extend the walking path 
across the creek into more challenging country 
and along the eastern escarpment.
Against all this activity, we have been grateful for 
BEN’s contribution in supplying trees and work-
ing to manage the significant weed problems 
present on this magnificent and fertile site.
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In Australia, and elsewhere in the world, approaches to conservation that recognise the need for 
ecological processes to operate over much larger-scales are being adopted. These approaches, 
termed ‘Connectivity Conservation’ aim to functionally link and buffer core protected areas in 
ways that maintain ecosystem processes and allow species to survive and move, ensuring 
populations are viable and ecosystems are able to adapt to land transformation and climate 
change. 

Central Victoria is a crucial area for nature conservation as it sits on the southern end of the 
Great Divide and spans from the drier northern plains to cooler more southerly hills, gorges and 
grasslands. It supports a high-level of highly threatened diversity and the more elevated areas 
have been identified as a key Australian climate refuges.  

Central Victorian Biolinks (CVB), an alliance of 12 community environment groups, is creating 
strong community-driven ways restore landscape connectivity in Central Victoria. The Alliance 
formed in 2012 with the following vision: ‘People working together to maintain and restore a 
healthy natural environment from the Grampians to the Victorian Alps and from the Murray River 
to the Macedon Ranges’. 

CVB is creating the practical knowledge, operational skills and the resources that conservation 
practitioners need to achieve these larger-scale conservation outcomes. It is doing this through 
developing unique tools in regional knowledge management, skill sharing, planning and practical 
collaboration.  
Through linking and supporting people in a regional community of practice, CVB will deliver 
large-scale conservation outcomes. 

CVB fills a gap between state and national conservation planning and on-ground community 
effort. Run by community conservation practitioners, on behalf of the member groups, CVB 
allows work at the right scale to meet the urgent challenges of habitat loss and climate change. 

Central 
Victorian 
Biolinks

Sophie Bickford
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Since beginning, CVB has been in a large-part 
in a scoping and set up phase. It has been 
finding out exactly what support is needed by 
community conservation practitioners in the 
region and designing approaches to address 
those needs. Groups have identified that they 
need more information in areas including: (1) 
key elements of biolink design that also takes 
into account habitat configuration needs of 
key species, (2) principles of climate resilient 
ecosystems, (3) up-to-date restoration ecology 
knowledge for Central Victoria, (4) adaptive 
mapping and summary of restoration activity 
across the area and (5) regional social and 
economic information to ensure triple bottom 
line outcomes from biolinks. 

Through a pilot project with member group 
Project Platypus, CVB has been supporting 
a collaborative planning process for re-
establishing functional connectivity between 
the Grampian and Pyrenees Ranges. CVB has 
facilitated a long-term Connectivity Plan with 
Project Platypus (with input from the many 
community groups they represent), Wimmera 
CMA, Glenelg Hopkins CMA, Parks Victoria, 
DEPI and Trust for Nature. This project is in 
progress and it is intended that the learnings 
from it, and information brought together for 
it, will be shared with other member groups 
across the CVB network. 

Working more collaboratively through joint 
projects and in partnership is central to CVB’s 
strategy. CVB has been building partnerships 
with other key conservation and NRM 
organisations. CVB is a regional partner of the 
Great Eastern Ranges Initiative that aims to 
link and protect the Great Dividing Ranges from 
the Grampians through to Cape York, forming 
a continental corridor. The big-picture vision of 
the Great Eastern Ranges initiative provides 
context for local and regional actions. Knowing 
that individual actions, when coordinated, 
become much more than a sum of their parts 
has shown to be highly motivating. 

CVB is currently developing a project strategy 
with objectives for the next five years. For more 
information on the project please see www.
centralvicbiolinks.org.au or contact Sophie 
Bickford, Project co-ordinator on sophie@
centralvicbiolinks.org.au 
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